
 

Play Something for Me! Building Your Repertoire (Part One) 

We've all seen this moment play out: an aunt, uncle, or grandparent visits, finds out your child 
has been taking lessons, and asks the inevitable question. "Play something for me!" And then 
comes the follow up: "How long have you been playing?" "Three years." But the only thing your 
child can play is whatever they happened to be working on this week, which might not even be 
finished yet. 

Here's a simple fix: make sure your child always has two or three pieces they genuinely love and 
have already learned well, ready to go at a moment's notice. Pieces they're proud of and 
excited to share, not just whatever is currently in progress. 

The easiest way to build this is to make review part of your child's daily practice routine, cycling 
through two or three pieces. One day might be piece one, the next piece two, then back to 
piece one or on to piece three, however the rotation falls. If your child already has these pieces 
solidly learned and practice time is short some days, they can simply run through all two or 
three in one sitting instead, which gives a quick, encouraging win before moving on to newer 
material. Spread out or all together, the result is the same: review becomes a daily habit rather 
than an occasional afterthought. And because your child already knows the notes, this kind of 
practice naturally shifts toward expression, dynamics, and tempo, the details that turn a piece 
from "learned" into "polished." 

Here's something worth remembering too: when people are listening, they don't care how hard 
a piece is. They care whether they enjoy it. A piece that's a touch below your child's current 
level, played confidently and musically, will almost always land better with an audience than 
something harder that isn't quite there yet. Difficulty impresses other musicians. Enjoyment 
and polish are what move everyone else. 

And this works both ways. Once your child has a repertoire ready to go, you have a built-in 
reason to encourage practice all week long. "Aunt Linda is coming over Sunday, let's get one of 
your songs ready for her" gives practice a purpose beyond the lesson itself, and turns it into 
something your child is excited about rather than another task on the list. 

Next time, we'll talk about a different kind of review: going all the way back to the beginning 
and why that's just as valuable as moving forward. (Part Two coming soon!) 

For now, ask your child tonight: which two or three songs would you want to play for someone? 

Every piece they keep polished is one more reason to be proud. 


