
 

Why Easier Songs Make Harder Ones Better  

Once or twice a year, your child's teacher may choose to spend a few lessons revisiting some of 
the earliest pieces your child ever learned, flipping back through old books and replaying songs 
they haven't touched in a while. When this happens, it usually lasts two or three weeks, and 
your teacher might mix it in alongside newer material rather than set current progress aside 
entirely. 

This isn't a restart, and it doesn't mean your child is regressing or doesn't understand the more 
advanced concepts they're working on now. If anything, it works in the opposite direction. 
Revisiting the basics regularly is part of what keeps everything built on top of them solid. The 
fundamentals never stop being the foundation, no matter how advanced the music in front of 
your child becomes. 

There's also something else happening that's easy to miss. The first time your child learned an 
early piece, most of their attention went toward just getting through it: reading the notes, 
finding the rhythm, getting their fingers in the right place. The second time around, all of that is 
already easy, which frees up room for something different: smoothness, more shape and 
refinement, even some real interpretation. The notes are the same, but the skill being practiced 
is brand new. Many families also find it's simply fun, a nice change of pace from the steady push 
forward. 

So, if your child's teacher brings out an old book one week, that's not a step backward. It's a 
different kind of progress, and it ends up helping the harder pieces too. 

The old songs still have something new to teach. 

 


